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The purpose of this study was to investigate students’ awareness, usage and attitude towards e-books at the
Zhejiang University in China. The research design was quantitative using a convenience sampling method and
chi-square analyses were employed. Library staff responsible for digital resources collection had been interviewed.
Results indicated that there was a significant difference of students’ awareness and usage of general e-books and
academic e-books. There was a higher awareness but lower adoption of general e-books. The awareness and level
of usage of library provided e-books were both very low. A search engine was generally used to access e-books.
Academic libraries Senior undergraduates and postgraduate students mainly accessed e-books from the library website and library
University students catalog. Students, particularly undergraduate students, used e-books mainly for the purpose of leisure. In contrast,
User studies postgraduate students tended to use e-books more for academic purposes, The use of mobile devices and com-
puters was preferred when reading e-books; but for academic e-books students preferred print part of them for
reading. University students showed strong preference for printing books. Academic libraries should put more ef-
forts on promotion, stimulating demands, and cooperation with teachers to improve e-books usage.

© 2016 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Keyword:
E-books

INTRODUCTION

An e-book is a digital reproduction of a print book. Scholars have de-
fined e-books in a variety ways since its inception in the 1980s (Balas,
2000; Morgan, 1999; Slater, 2010). The definition adopted in this
study includes both free e-text online and e-books provided in the li-
brary covering e-monographs, e-textbooks and e-reference materials,
Since 2006, the market of e-books has been growing steadily. In recent

a keen interest on researching e-book user behavior. A review of the liter-
ature clearly indicated that the awareness and use of e-books has been on
the rise since 2007 (Library Journal, 2012; McKeil, 2011).

In contrast, e-books are in the early stages of development in China,
but they are becoming essential components of most of Chinese aca-
demic libraries. For example, in 2011, e-books accounted for an average
of 5.43% of total acquisitions budgets in 65 large “211 Project™ academic
libraries (The Ministry of Education Higher Education Library Working
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Asticle istoyy: The purpase of this study was 10 investigate students’ awareness, usage and atitude towards e-books at the Zhejiang
Received 29 June 2015 Accepted 7 University in China. The research design was itative using a method and chi-square
J'"”F Wz%::'"'w' online 28 analyses were employed. Library staff responsible for digital resources collection had been interviewed. Results
indicated that there was a significant difference of students’ awareness and usage of general e-books and academic e-
" # E-books books. There was a higher awareness but lower adoption of general e-books. The awareness and level of usage of
Academic libraries library provided e-books were both very low. A search engine was generally used to access e-books. Senior
University students undergraduates and postgraduate students mainly accessed e-books from the library website and library catalog,
User studies Students, particularly undergraduate students, used e-books mainly for the purpose of leisure. In contrast, postgraduate
students tended to use e-books more for academic purposes. The use of mobile devices and computers was preferred
when reading e-books; but for academic e-books students preferred print part of them for reading. University students
showed strong preference for printing books. Academic libraries should put more efforts on promotion, stimulating
demands, and cooperation with teachers to improve e-books usage.
1© 2016 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
INTRODUCTION a keen interest on g e-book user behavior. A review of the literature

clearly indicated that the awareness and use of e-books has been on the rise
An e-book is a digital reproduction of a print book. Scholars have de-  since 2007 (Library Journal, 2012; McKeil, 2011).

fined e-books in a variety ways since its inception in the 1980s (Balas, In contrast. e-books are in the early stages of development in China, but
2000; Morgan, 1999; Slater, 2010). The def inition adopted in this study  they are of most of Chinese academic
mcludes both free e-text online and e«books p'ovlded_ in the library  |ipraries. For example. in 2011, e-books accounted for an average of 5.43%
books and Since 2006, of total acquisitions budgets in 65 large “211 Project™ academic libraries

the markel of e books has been growing steadily. In recent years, the sales  (The Ministry of ion Higher ion Library g Group,
of e-books account for 5% of the entire book market (Walters. 2013).  2011), Despite the great interest in library profession, there are not too
Academic libraries have integrated e-books into their collections, and many e-book user studies conducted in China. Several studies have been
research shows that librarians are keen on expanding their e-book holdings  yndertaken to i igate the adoption and user behavior of e-books in a
(Library Journal, 2012; Primary Research Group, 2009; Shelburne, 2009).  single university or institutions since 2009 (Yang, 2009; Ren, 2011; Sun,

For example, about 95% of academic libraries in the United States
provided e-books in 2012. On average, they had introduced this service for

2011; He, 2011; Xu & Liu, 2014). However, little research has been done
on the usage of different types of e-| boolcs e.g. leisure readings, academic

5.2 years. E-books also accounted for 9.6% of the total library ial
budget. The expenditure was expected to increase to 19.5% in 2017
(Library Journal, 2012).
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b Bing

Please analyze the research hot spots in the field of library reading promotion in recent years, and extract

5 novel research topics on this basis.

Sure, | can help you with that. Based on the search results, some of the research hot spots in the field of
library reading promotion are:

e The use of new media technologies and online platforms to reach out to patrons and provide

personalized reading recommendations’ 2.

e The evaluation of the impact and effectiveness of various reading promotion activities and programs
on reading achievement and literacy® .

* The development of research-based guidelines and best practices for librarians and their partners to

promote reading and literacy in different contexts and cultures® >,

e How can libraries leverage social media influencers and online communities to promote reading
among young adults?

e What are the benefits and challenges of using gamification and interactive elements in library reading
programs?
e How can libraries collaborate with schools, families, and local organizations to create a culture of

reading and lifelong learning?

e How can libraries use data analytics and artificial intelligence to provide customized and dynamic
reading suggestions to patrons?
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° Please analyze the research hot spots in the field of library reading promotion in recent years, and extract 5 novel

research topics on this basis.

View other drafts

Here are 5 novel research topics in the field of library reading promotion:

1. The impact of technology on reading promotion

The rise of technology has had a profound impact on the way people read. In recent years, there has been a growing
interest in the use of technology to promote reading. For example, some libraries are using e-books, audiobooks, and
online reading programs to encourage people to read. There is also a growing body of research on the impact of
technology on reading habits. This research suggests that technology can both promote and discourage reading,
depending on how it is used. More research is needed to understand the long-term impact of technology on reading

promotion.

2. The role of libraries in promoting lifelong learning

Libraries have long been recognized as important institutions for lifelong learning. In recent years, there has been a
growing focus on the role of libraries in promoting reading as a lifelong learning activity. Libraries are increasingly offering
programs and services that encourage people of all ages to read for pleasure and to learn new things. More research is
needed to understand the impact of library-based reading promotion programs on lifelong learning.

3. The relationship between reading and social and emotional well-being

There is a growing body of research that suggests that reading can have a positive impact on social and emotional well-
being. For example, research has shown that reading can reduce stress, improve mood, and promote empathy. Libraries

.
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Bard may display inaccurate or offensive information that doesn’t represent Google's views.
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